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Welcome From The Chief Editor
Dear Readers,
This edition of Titali is dedicated to the children all around the world and their innocence, creativity and talent. Children irrespective of
their age and background are little geniuses.
Pankhudi volunteers across all the chapters of India have been working very hard to help each child understand and groom his or her
talents. By encouraging children to participate in hands-on activities, volunteers hope to develop creativity and team spirit amongst the
children.
This edition of Titali focuses on celebrations of Ganesh Chaturthi, Children’s Day, Diwali and Christmas within the Pankhudi family. Special
emphasis was laid on celebrating these festivals in an eco-friendly manner. For more information, please read the articles entitled: Eco
Ganesh Idol Making and Diwali Celebrations in Mumbai and Delhi Chapter.
Besides, children also participated in drawing contest, puppets making and skit enacting competition, card making and many more
activities.
I am thankful to Vidha Jain, Nitin Nagori, Rohan Honwade, Diya Gangopadhyay and Rashmi Sethi for their help in preparing the
newsletter.
On behalf of the editorial team, I hope you enjoy reading this edition of Titali. We welcome you to post your suggestions and comments
by clicking here.
Regards,
Rutvij Kotecha
Chief Editor – Titali & News desk Coordinator
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Children’s Day Celebrations
- Akshay Marathe, Amruta Bhave, Mukta Matta and Swetha Sajjalgud

November 14th – the birth anniversary of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime
Minister of the Republic of India, is commemorated as the Children’s Day. He is
remembered till date for his fondness for children and youngsters.
This article covers the Children’s Day celebrations in three chapters of Pankhudi – Pune,
Hyderabad and Mumbai.
The Pune Chapter celebrated the day by organizing games at Sambhaji Park, Pune,
India. The purpose of this event was to celebrate childhood and allow children to revel
in games and have fun and juvenile enjoyment.
Children were divided into three groups based on age. Each group played 4 different
games: relay race, dress Race, Kabaddi and three-legged race.

The dress race was unique as it required the participants to stop at
different points in the course of the race and put on or take off shoes or
perform small tasks like tying and untying handkerchiefs, eating biscuits,
etc. These improvisations made the game more diverse and interesting.

Children were complimented for their efforts with artifacts like compass
boxes and notebooks, which were sponsored by Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS).
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On the other hand, the Hyderabad Chapter organized
a drawing exhibition in association with Bhumi. The
event was sponsored by Inorbit Malls, McDonalds
and Radio City, and was held at the Inorbit Mall in
Hyderabad. This event sought to bring out creative
talent and imaginative abilities in children.
Around 200 children participated in the competition.
They were encouraged to come up with a theme of
their interest and paint colourful pictures. Following
the contest, the children were given a McDonald’s
Happy Meal.
Mr. Bairu Raghuram, an eminent personality from
the field of art judged the event. The 12 best
paintings were awarded prizes, while all the
participants were given certificates.
Children participating in drawing competition

Drawings of children who participated in the competition
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The Mumbai Chapter screened a popular movie Tarzan 2, which is an all
time favourite of kids and volunteers. Later they played games like
Saakhli (Chain tag) and danced to popular Bollywood music.

Children and volunteers dancing on Bollywood music

Tarzan – 2 being screened

Pankhudi Foundation on behalf of Pune and
Hyderabad Chapters would like to thank Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS), Bhumi, Inorbit Malls,
Hypercity, McDonald’s and Radio City for organizing
the competitions and distributing prizes. We
sincerely appreciate their efforts in making
November 14th memorable for each child, who
would otherwise have merely dreamt of such a fine
day.
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Eco Ganesh Idol Making
- Mukta Matta

On September 11th, 2010, 40 kids along with Pankhudi
volunteers gathered at Balwadi to celebrate Ganesh
Chaturthi.
This festival celebrates the birthday of Lord Ganesh,
widely worshipped as the god of wisdom, prosperity
and good fortune. Artistic clay idols of Lord Ganesh,
which can be as tall as 25 feet are made and decorated
by skilled artisans. The idols are worshipped for 10 days
and on the 11th day they are immersed in a river or sea
symbolizing a ritual known as Ganesh Visarjan.
However, in recent years there has been a serious
concern about the pollution of water bodies due to
Plaster of Paris and toxic paints that constitute these
idols.

Volunteers assisting and teaching kids in making of Lord Ganesh idol

The volunteers felt that this was one of the most exciting and enjoyable
activities ever undertaken in the chapter. The approach to celebrating
Ganesh Chatuthi was unique because the kids had realized the harmful
effects on environment and how they could celebrate the festival without
deteriorating it further.

The Mumbai Chapter of Pankhudi celebrated the
festival by creating awareness amongst kids through the
medium of a movie depicting the adverse effects of
these chemicals on marine life, flora and fauna. As an
alternative solution, Rashmi and Yatin Sethi – active
volunteers of the chapter and founders of Art Pitara;
taught the kids how eco-friendly idols can be made
from white clay (known as Shaadu in Marathi) and
turmeric powder. The event concluded with a brief
recap session on the lessons gained from the movie and
a group discussion.
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Kids flaunting their creations
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Diwali Celebrations in Mumbai Chapter
- Mukta Matta

Volunteers of Mumbai Chapter celebrated Diwali
with the kids on November 6th, 2010.
Dr. Saroja Abhyankar – a very kind and cheerful
lady, recited stories explaining the significance of
the festival and why it is celebrated. Later that day,
she also joined the kids in making Rangolis.
Rangoli is a traditional decorative folk art of India
in which decorative designs are made on floors of
living rooms and courtyards during Hindu festivals.
They are considered as sacred welcoming areas for
deities. In line with the philosophy of celebrating
Diwali in an environmentally friendly fashion, the
volunteers encouraged kids to draw rangolis and
light lamps instead of crackers.
The kids were divided into groups of four and were
given colours to draw a rangoli. It was amusing to
see the kids scratch their heads for rangoli designs,
scurry around for more colours and discuss how
their team’s design could outdo others’.

Rangolis made by kids during Diwali celebrations

8

In a matter of two hours, the entire compound was filled with captivating
rangolis. Perfect colour combinations and design exemplified the
outstanding creativity of kids.
Finally, Dr. Saroja Abhyankar distributed sweets and everyone headed
home after a thrilling experience.

Rangoli signifying religious tolerance and unity

Dr. Saroja Abhyankar distributing sweets to the kids
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Diwali Celebrations in Delhi Chapter
- Vidha Jain

On November 6th, 2010, the kids at Priyanka Camp
celebrated Diwali by making their own greeting cards and
decorating candles to brighten their homes
The volunteers explained children the origin of Diwali and
how it is celebrated across India. Later, they taught the
younger children to make greeting cards and the elder ones
to make decorated candles. The children presented their
cards to a family member, friend and/or Pankhudi
volunteer.

Candles made by children

Before the children departed, they were given sweets and sparkles.
The team of volunteers and children truly enjoyed the celebrations.
They were grateful to guests Sanobar, Rohma, Zoma and Shazlee
for making the celebrations very lively.

Children making cards
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Puppet Making
- Mukta Matta

Festivals and national holidays are excellent opportunities to bring
happiness to the lives of underprivileged kids. On December 26 th, 2010,
the Mumbai chapter kids celebrated Christmas by making puppets and
performing skits.
Mumbai chapter volunteers, Rashmi and Yatin Sethi who are also the
founders of Art Pitara, an art initiative for developing creative
potential in underprivileged kids, brought several packets of socks,
ribbons, sketch pens and other puppet making accessories. Around 50
kids participated in the puppet making activity. Each one of them was
ready with a puppet with intriguing colours and figures in an hour’s
time. Upon completion of the activity, the kids were divided into
groups of five and were encouraged to enact a skit with their puppets.
It was heartwarming to realize the themes that the kids had chosen.
Majority of the groups sang songs and enacted skits emphasizing the
necessity of education, while some entertained the crowd with a skit
on the iconic movie Sholay. When all groups were done with their skits,
Santa caps were distributed and the festivities concluded.

The Mumbai Chapter is thankful to Rashmi and Yatin Sethi for organizing the
puppet making activity.
The volunteers of the chapter hope to inculcate values of team spirit and
creativity amongst the kids through more of such fun-filled celebrations.

Kids showing the puppets that they had handcrafted
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Tata Consultancy Services Inter-NGO Meet
– Akshay Marathe and Amruta Bhave

On September 19th, 2010, Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS), the Indian IT giant, hosted a set
of Inter-NGO cultural competitions at their
Rajashri office in Pune, India.
A TCS vehicle picked up the Pankhudi kids at
9:00 am and drove them to the venue. Kids
from other participating NGOs – Eklavya Nyasa
and Laxmibai Nagar School also joined them.
Asif set the ball rolling by reciting a poem Itna
Bada Pahad (The Big Mountain). This helped
the kids to overcome initial nervousness and
got them excited to compete in essay writing,
poem recitation, drawing competitions, ‘MadAds’ and Pictionary.
Apart from the competitions, the kids were
entertained by a magician, who showed tricks
and involved them in his performances. This
greatly exhilarated the kids’ spirits and made
the event very lively.
After a hearty lunch, kids participated in the
final event – a skit competition. Pankhudi kids
performed a skit depicting the evils of child
marriage and the importance of women’s
education.

Children enjoying the magic show

The event concluded with the prize distribution ceremony. Pankhudi kids won
seven individual prizes, along with a group prize in the skit competition. Besides,
the kids were also given a TCS bag as a take-home gift, in return for a promise to
meet again next year.
On behalf of the Pune Chapter, Pankhudi Foundation would like to thank Tata
Consultancy Services for their graciousness. Without a doubt, the foundation
and kids participating on its behalf have developed great regards for TCS and its
benevolent activities.
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Principal Global Pune Community Day Celebrations
– Akshay Marathe and Amruta Bhave

NASSCOM® Foundation and Pune CSR Forum co-hosted the Pune Community Day to celebrate
the spirit of ‘sewa’ (service) and volunteering in the IT-BPO industry in India.
On October 23rd, 2010, 9 companies and their NGO partners participated in the Principal Global
Pune Community Day. Corporate volunteers and partnering NGOs jointly put up talent shows on
developmental themes.
Pankhudi kids teamed up with TCS volunteers to enact a skit on the ‘Life of a Woman’. The skit
depicted six pitiful phases in the life of a woman in an underdeveloped society – in which she
faces gender discrimination right from her birth. As she grows older, she is not allowed to study
or pursue activities according to her choice despite her talent. She does not even have a say in
choosing her own husband later. Post marriage, she faces dowry related abuses.

Bushra is tying up a volunteer by red ribbon,
which represented the condition of women
confined by the shackles of discrimination

Every time a phase was enacted, a red ribbon was tied on the body of a volunteer, who
represented the condition of woman confined by the shackles of discrimination. The skit
ended on a positive note, with a girl appearing on the stage, and untying all the ribbons (of
discrimination) and dancing to the song Ye hausla kaise ruke from the Bollywood movie
Dor.
The performance was highly appreciated by the viewers. NASSCOM® also donated a sum of
money to the participating NGOs to help them build their respective libraries. We sincerely
thank them for their generous support.

Mahesh is stopping the groom enacted by
Tushar who is demanding for dowry
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Intel Road Show
- Aman Prakash

A team of volunteers from Bangalore chapter gathered at
Intel’s Outer Ring Road campus in Bangalore in the morning
of November 12 2010 to participate in a road show for the
Intel’s Social Initiative Contest 2010. Team of volunteers
representing Pankhudi Foundation had won a special prize
worth Rs. 25,000 at the contest for their Eye Checkup camp
project proposal titled “Eye Checkup for Visually Impaired
Kids Across Bangalore”. This road show aimed at showcasing
Pankhudi Foundation's idea of the abovementioned project
and getting volunteers from Intel to help and support this
endeavor.
Last year, Pankhudi had conducted an eye checkup camp in
Shree Ramana Maharishi Academy for the Blind (SRMAB)
and JP Nagar, Bangalore and provided spectacles to thirteen
kids with impaired vision. This improved their vision by 15
percent. Based on the results of last year, Pankhudi
volunteers proposed this idea to organize similar checkups in
other schools for visually impaired students and areas which
may benefit from this service.
The volunteers displayed posters and discussed with Intel
employees how they can volunteer.

Pankhudi volunteers receiving the cheque on behalf of the organization

The Pankhudi Foundation is very thankful to Intel Corporation for
their interest in Pankhudi Foundation’s activities and the prize
money.

One of the stalls showcased the work on waste recycling in
Varthur village, near Bangalore, India. The project was
mainly facilitated by a local school and the students from the
school presented the work.
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IBM and Toy Bank’s Support For Delhi Chapter
- Vidha Jain

Employees at IBM Delhi - National Capital Region (NCR) and Toy Bank joined hands to contribute to Pankhudi Delhi’s
activities at Priyanka Camp. They organized a collection drive at all IBM offices and collected toys for the children at
Priyanka camp. Volunteers from IBM and Toy Bank personally visited the camp to help Pankhudi volunteers
distribute the toys.
They organized quizzes and games for the children and gave away toys and games as prizes to those who won.
Additionally, IBM employees from Delhi and NCR also collected stationary and clothes for the people at Priyanka
Camp and distributed them at a later date.

Pankhudi Foundation is deeply grateful to IBM
Corporation and Toy Bank for their generous support
and is eager to weld a long term relationship.

Children receiving toys from volunteers of IBM and Toy Bank
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