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DELHI
MUMBAI
PUNE
News
We will be taking the children on a picnic to the Railway Museum on 16th November

Activities
Teaching activities have been going on as usual with an improvement in volunteer attendance. Two new volunteers,
Anshuman and Kuldeep, have recently joined the team. We have been looking into several places where we can get shelter
for our classes.

Wanted
A sheltered place to conduct classes, and volunteers

MUMBAI
News
A Diwali party was organized for all children on the 25th of October. Children made beautiful Rangolis and lit Diyes to light
up the occasion.

Feature
The feature of the month in the Mumbai chapter was an interactive fun and learning workshop that was conducted on 19th
October 2008 by UDAN- an Aerospace group of IIT Bombay. The objective of the workshop was to motivate children
towards Science & Engineering and brief them about the latest technological breakthroughs that have taken place. About
55 children attended the entire event and it was a big success.

Activities
The classes are going on in full swing and the course structure is being strictly followed. Each student is given personal
attention to see that he/she does not feel left out.

Thank You
• The UDAN team of IIT Bombay for conducting the workshop and motivating the students to achieve their goals.
• To all members and volunteers of Pankhudi Mumbai for their active participation and support in all the events.

Wanted
• We require active participation from all the volunteers of ~Pankhudi Mumbai in areas of teaching and administrative work.
• We also require new volunteers to come forward and join hands with fellow Pankhudians to help us in working towards
achieving our goal.
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PUNE
Feature
The month began with the awareness drive at “Dholi Taro - Dandiya Night”. The motive was to create Social Awareness
among the audience and to spread awareness about Pankhudi activities.
“Sahayata – Collection Drive for Bihar Flood Victims” was organized successfully. Various organizations, colleges,
housing societies, and academies contributed volitionally with huge donations.

News
Protsahan kids will deliver a dance performance at Infosys, Pune Campus during their annual gathering in the month of
November.

Activities
Sahayata – Collection drive was conducted across Pune in various colleges, organizations, and societies. Pune team
collected 2 mini trucks full donation items, including clothes, utensils, medicines, food-grains, biscuits and other
eatables. The collection was handed to the Mrs. Jyoti Sachdev, Mamta Group, for shipping and distribution at Bihar flood
affected villages.
Training for teachers – Training sessions was organized for the Protsahan teachers, to enhance their teaching skills, in
association with CLR, Pune. It has been observed that the training has helped the teachers significantly.
Awareness & Promotional Event
On 4th Oct, Pankhudi Pune was given a platform to spread education awareness at the “Dholi Taro - Dandiya night”,
Bibvewadi. Posters and InfoDesk were put up as a part of the event.
Pune team performed a spectacular dance performance portraying the lives of the underprivileged kids and how
education can help transform their lives.
Protsahan
- Regular classes for school dropouts were conducted.
- English and Life skills classes for senior batch were conducted regularly on weekends
- Spoken English classes have been started for Protsahan teachers.

Thank You
• Tanmay, Pritesh, Dipesh and Akshay of Magik Events for inviting pune team to "DHOLI TARO – Dandiya Nite" to
convey a social message and promote ~Pankhudi activities.
• Mrs. Jyoti Sachdev, founder of mamta group, for facilitating shipping of the Sahayata collection to Bihar flood victims.
• Mr. Pankaj Sharma from DIAT, Pune for driving the entire collection drive at defense academy level and donating
material generously.
• Aditi Marathe (GS-lab), Prof. L M Patnaik (DIAT), Mrinal Krant (ZS Associates), D V Das, Peter, Prasad Shivdas(Eaton),
Kalpesh Kothkar (Bentley Systems), Dinesh Solankhi (Bentley Systems) , Nupur Mathankar (Cummins College), and
Harshada Butala (COEP) for driving the collection drive at their locations.
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• Mr. Nikhil for sharing his flat for storing and segregating the “Sahayata” collection material.
• Mr. Golchha, Arpit Patel and Manjoor Kapoor for helping pune team in segregating the clothes.

Wanted
• Sponsor a teacher – 500 per month
• Sponsor a class – 2500 per month (5 teachers)
• Sponsor teaching material / aids.
• Volunteers for Protsahan classes - situated near shivaji nagar.
• Volunteers for Ashayein project - situated near Sukhsagar Nagar/VIT College or Kothrud.
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MEMBER-SPEAK
"Discipline issues with children and
best solutions to be implemented"
Theodore Roosevelt, the famous American President once remarked, “With self discipline almost anything is possible”. The
quote says it all. If you are disciplined in whatever you do, nothing can stop you from achieving your goals. Discipline
begins at a very young age. When all of us were in school, teachers and parents always emphasized more on being
disciplined rather than being sincere and hardworking. There is no point in achieving results in a haphazard manner.
Success has much better recognition if one can achieve it in a correct and disciplined way. We are very fortunate that we
have been guided on the right path by our teachers and parents. But have we spared a thought for those underprivileged
kids who have noone to guide them? As Pankhudians it is very important for us to realize that we should emphasize more on
improving the overall traits of the child rather than on the academic aspect.
Disciplinary issues in class is a topic of serious concern and has to be taken very seriously. The kids that we teach are in the
growing phase of their life. It is very important that we take the responsibility to mould them into good and respectable
human beings. Children whom we teach generally live in chawls/slums and have no proper guidance from
parents/teachers. On the contrary, they are influenced negatively by other children and tend to deviate on the wrong path.
And once they do, there is no looking back for the child. It becomes very difficult to mould such children and they generally
don’t pay heed to what we say since their mind is already filled with corrupt and negative thoughts. The child will continue
moving on this path for the rest of his/her life. Juniors and small kids should not be treated too harshly as they can be totally
demotivated and completely stop coming to class in the fear of being scolded. However we should take slow and steady
steps to ensure that they are on the right path. Students who study in classes between 7 and 10 std. are very important and
should be taken care of very seriously. Every activity of theirs should be monitored and remarkable efforts should be taken
to improve their overall character. These group of students are in a very critical stage of their career since any wrong move
on our part or even their part can lead to a detrimental effect on their lives.
The first and foremost thing that one should ensure is that students come on time to class. The importance of time is an
aspect that should be embedded in student’s minds. Students tend to come whenever they want and even when they do
come to class, they think that the class is a circus where some kind of entertainment keeps going on. The student should
come neatly dressed as though they were going to school. Lots of kids are playing before class and when they see our
volunteers they come running in with their books. This kind of attitude among students that the next 2 hours is going to be
“timepass” should be strictly stopped. Students should also make sure that their notebooks and also other stationary items
are present with them when they come to class. A small common prayer (not aimed at any religion) can be chanted at the
start of a class. In this way an ambient atmosphere is created for studies and students tend to concentrate a lot better in
their studies. Latecomers should be punished in a mild way for coming to class late. Each student should be regularly
monitored for attendance purposes and should be questioned if he/she misses one class. Thus the importance of time and
attendance can be addressed.
Missing classes is the next issue that has to be seriously addressed. Students tend to come whenever they feel like. When
they find out that there is some fun activity like a workshop or a Diwali party is going on, students will be present in large
numbers. But once they find out that class is to be held, most of them skip class citing reasons like work at home, gone out
of town etc. One student even complained to me the other day saying that other friends blackmail her by telling her that they
wont come for class. This is where we Pankhudians can play a big role by educating children and more importantly parents
emphasizing on the importance of studies and building a good character/personality in society. Parents meets should be
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MEMBER-SPEAK
held as and when possible so that parents can regularly keep a tab on their children. Parents tend to neglect the
importance of the efforts that we Pankhudians are putting in to make sure that their children ensure a better future for
themselves. Students should be questioned if they are absent/late and steps should be taken to ensure that they are regular
in their work and their attendance.
One always feels good when he/she is rewarded for doing something nice or good. Motivating students at this young age is
very important as it can have a dramatic influence on their future performances. We should all start this feature of giving one
student “The best disciplined student of Pankhudi” award for that particular month. The award can be anything from a long
notebook or a pen to some utility items like pencil boxes or lunch boxes. Volunteers can give it for their individual batches if
the need arises. Such an initiative can lead to massive changes. The student who has been assigned that award will be
motivated to perform better to retain the award for the next month and this will also inspire other students to work harder to
achieve that award. However complacency and jealousy are two factors that are bound to come into play and we as
volunteers should ensure that these things don’t creep into students minds as far as possible. Other students should not be
made to feel left out in any way whatsoever and even the student who has received the award should not attract too much
attention. Thus in this way students tend to become more disciplined and also it also enhances the performance of other
students directly or indirectly. There are many more fun initiatives that can be initiated in order to make learning more
enjoyable and a better experience and also improve the disciplinary aspect of students.
Sometimes students neglect the importance of Pankhudians. We should emphasise on the fact that we are here to help
them learn and ensure that society sees them as good and respectable human beings. If this fact seeps into their mind,
more and more students will turn up in larger numbers for sure. Regular and small talks on discipline, the importance of
attending class regularly, the importance of being sincere etc should be given. They may find it irritating but if we can keep
stressing on this point someday Im sure they will understand as to why we kept on stressing on this point all the time.
Thus in this way we can ensure that as Pankhudians we can create some sort of discipline amongst students. Even if we
can manage to mould them and guide them onto the right path we can truly give ourselves a pat on the back and conclude
that we have done a great job. In this bad world where news on rape, murder, bomb blasts has become the usual talk, we
can atleast try and improve a very minute percentage of the future generation. Lets emphasise more on discipline and try to
implement as many steps as we can in order to ensure that some sort of orderliness is created in class and amongst
students. By doing this we`ll be giving back a lot to the society who has done so much for us. Lets all work together to make
the future generation of kids a brighter, empowered and most importantly a DISCIPLINED lot.!
- Abhi | ~Pankhudi
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